




maintaining the club’s flower fund, and 
organizing the annual Christmas party. 
(The latter duty has been fulfilled for this 
year--see below). Judi has everything so 
wonderfully organized that a transition will 
be easy, and most of the major duties of 
the Social Secretary have been taken care 
of for this year. Please get in touch with 
Tom at boinerz@att.net or at home, 770-
836-1536 if you would like to serve the 
club In this capacity, 

Beverly and Tom have secured a reserva-
tion at the Little Hawaiian restaurant for 
our 2010 Annual Christmas Dinner. The 
reservation is for Saturday, December 5, 
2010 at 7:30PM.  We are required to have 
at least 25 people attend. We will order 
from the restaurant’s menu and will be re-
sponsible for our own party’s check. There 
is no other fee to attend. You must be a 
dues-paid member for this year. Members 
may bring a guest, or two, or six (although 
we ask that you not bring young children). 
Mark your calendars!

program:
February 23
Professional photographer Abby Smith, who 
lives in Atlanta, presented a brief program 
on “Collaborating with Other Artists.” Abby 
holds a BS in Photography from Appa-
lachian State University and a Masters in 
Landscape Architecture from the University 
of Georgia. Her work has appeared in Tower 
Stories, a book of first-hand accounts by 
victims of the 9-11 Attack in New York. She 
also shared some of her recent work and 
poetry with the group.

A note from Abby: I just wanted to extend 
my thanks to you for allowing me come 
and share my work with you last week!  I 
feel privileged to have been asked to pres-
ent!  You all are incredibly talented writers.  
I am so glad I got to hear your work!!!  If 
any of you ever have any photography 
needs I would love to help!  My website is 
www.abbysmithphotography.com  Don’t 
hesitate to call either!!!   

readings:
February 9
Diane Quimby read from her memoir of 
brain injury. The two sections are from the 
front--”First Thoughts” and “First Words” 

Shirley Garrett read a snip from her work 
in progress sequel to “Tapwater Girl in a 
Bottled Water World.” 

Richard Anderson read “Moonlight Mad-

ness” about a young teen’s first experiences 
with an “older woman”

Mary Cunningham read from her and 
Diana Black’s new satyrical mystery work in 
progess and introduced us to a wonderful 
POV main character “Andy Anna Jones.”

February 23
Eleanor Hoomes read three poems: 
“Trangressions;” “A Boy Named HIOX;” and 
“Let’s Return.”

Missy Borders read from her work-in-prog-
ress, “Abby’s Matchmaking,” Chapter One

Joann Dunn read “Aunt Kitty Cat’s Last 
Word,” a short story

Joe Byrd read a poem, “The Ivy,” and an 
excerpt from his work-in- progress about his 
Nashville music

Tonya Gray read “The Arcainians,” Chap-
ters One and Two

Richard Anderson read “Minor Differ-
ences,” a short story

member news:
Three members of our group have been 
nominated for the 2009 Georgia Author 
of the Year Award for work published last 
year: Joann Dunn, Frank Allan Rogers, 
and Zan Marie Steadham. Just to be 
nominated for the award is an honor and we 
congratulate each one.

Zan Marie Steadham’s interview with 
Spencer Crawford was published in the 
Times-Georgian on Feb. 21. See her new 
web site: www.zanmariesteadham.com 

Mary Cunningham has a featured story, 
Dreams and Sports, in the quarterly maga-
zine, Mystery Readers Journal International  
- Sports Mysteries. Mystery Readers 
International is the largest mystery fan/
reader organization in the world, is open to 
all readers, fans, critics, editors, publishers, 
and writers. Her story highlights the process 
involved in writing “Ghost Light,” a short 
story published in 2009 by Echelon Press.

She’s also doing an author visit at Villa Rica 
Elementary on March 16, and will be attend-
ing a book fair in the Louisville Kentucky 
area on March 27.

Tom Cook went to a workshop in Atlanta 
on February 6th and had chapters of his 
novel-in-progress critiqued by Joshilyn 
Jackson (gods in Alabama; The Girl Who 
Stopped Swimming). Some comments he 
received from Ms. Jackson: “Clean and 
tight, the writing is smooth; strong voice and 
narrative drive; excellent narrative pacing;” 
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“If I picked up this book in a book store and 
read these chapters, I’d buy this book;” 
“I suspect, depending on how good your 
query letter is, that you will have three or 
four agents wanting to see this manuscript.” 
And...“At 12:37PM today, the 26th of Febru-
ary, I finished the first draft of Coming Out of 
Winter.” Tom

Shirley Garrett completed a new story last 
week, incorporating more dialogue as sug-
gested at the club critique of her reading. 
Her most avid critic reviewed the piece and 
had this to say, “Shirley, when I read this 
piece, I was transported to my own back-
yard during a snowy day. I love the way you 
used dialogue to set the stage.” 

Shirley had this message for our members: 
“For all of you who gave me input, I’d like to 
express a hardy, Thank you. Your insights 
transformed my writing.” 

calendar:

Thursday, March 18: Multi Cultural con-
ference at the University of West Georgia 

Wednesday, April 7: Lauretta Hannon 
“Down Home Writing” workshop. Class-
room 1 at the CCAC.  Fee: $89.00. Bring a 
lunch.

Saturday, May 1 : MayFest.

next meetings:

March 9 and 23.

Please send any corrections or omissions to 
editor’s attention at margaretdyer@mind-
spring.com


