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The Murder Goes South program has
been cancelled.

Tom Cook and Beverly Bruemmer are
coming to the end of two years service as
liaisons for the CCWC. It’s time for two new
people to step up to take the positions.
Please consider helping out.

Tom Cook proposed starting a CCWC
sponsored literacy program at the library.

Diana Black will look into initiatihg a CCWC
reading road-trip in the Marietta area.

If you’re interested in participating in the
CCWC booth at MayFest, Saturday, May 1,
contact Beverly Bruemmer at mermaid4@
bellsouth.net There is a $25 booth fee plus
a $15 processing fee.

program:
JANUARY 12
SPENCER CRAWFORD

Eleanor introduced Spencer as a ‘one-
man show’ at The Villa Rican, the weekly
newspaper in Villa Rica. Also published
regularly in The Times Georgian, he is edi-
tor, writer, photographer and layout artist.

A Communications major, Spencer
started out writing short stories, with the
hope of being a novelist. His first job was
at the Marietta Daily Journal; he went on to
work with the Neighbor Newspapers and
Douglas County Daily Sentinel. Working in
newspapers since 1998, “writing the boiler
plate 500 word article, I'll have to retrain
myself to write creatively,” Spencer mused.

Spencer read two examples of his
writing: an excerpt from a short story and
the introduction from a news article about a
local bank robbery to illustrate the difference
between creative and news writing.

Through the years, Spencer has
compiled files of character sketches for that
future novel; his workplaces have provided
ample inspiration. He hopes to write his
father’s Viet Nam memoirs; he has every

letter his father wrote to his mother during
the war.

Spencer has been very generous in
his coverage of CCWC members and activi-
ties. He is always looking for fresh, interest-
ing ideas for his “Southern Spice” article,
usually a full page with pictures. If submitting
an idea to Spencer, be sure to provide good
visuals for the article as well. You can con-
tact Spencer at 770-459-0510 or spencer@
times-georgian.com.

readings:

JANUARY 26

Eleanor Hoomes read her poem, a conceit,
“Advice to a Granddaughter.”

Eleanor’s comments: | simply cannot judge
my own work. Because | wrote ““Advice to

a Granddaughter™ so quickly and did not
spend days agonizing over each word choice,
I thought it mediocre. Thanks to the positive
comments about the poem. I now feel that the
poem has more merit than | did before | read it
to the group. Thanks.

Joe Byrd read his poem “Amoebi,” and a
prose piece, “Heat.”

Tom Cook read excerpts from Chapter 14 of
“Coming Out of Winter.”

Tom’s comments: | cannot express what
your comments and support mean to me

as | approach the end of this project. So, |
hope you will accept a simple, “Thank you.”

Jay Jones read from excerpts from
“Noble Hour.”

Jay’s comments: | am SO grateful to hear the
comments and suggestions for Noble Hour! |
went through the entire book on the lookout
for more “was-ing” type things, and wouldn’t
you know, that particular passage | read was
the one most riddled with screw-ups. The rest
of the book had some places that needed work
here and there but nothing compared with my
“was” and redundancy in that scene. It was
fortunate that | chose that particular one to
read, and | appreciate the input!

T.L. Gray read from her novel, “The Blood
of Cain.”

Reading and Critiquing Guidelines:

before the meeting:

Notify the facilitator of:

& what you are going to read, i.e.;
genre, chapter, poem, short story

& the word count or number of pages.
& which draft your work is: rough,
second, close to final or final, etc.

& If you are unable to notify before-
hand, tell the facilitator upon arrival at
the meeting.

& Provide copies of your work by
email or hard copy; some members will
make notes on their copy and give it
back to you. It's a good idea to contact
the facilitator to see how many will be
attending/reading. Ten copies are usu-
ally sufficient.

during the meeting:

< When reading your piece, give one
minute or less of back story if you feel
it’s vital to your presentation.

< You may have someone else read
for you, but please make this arrange-
ment in advance so your reader has a
chance to familiarize himself with your
work.

when you’re finished reading:

& Sit back and accept your medicine
gracefully; being defensive helps no
one.

Make notes of the verbal critiques given
you for later reference. Should you
disagree with someone’s critique, just
accept it and go on. If you have a ques-
tion regarding someone’s critique, ask
for clarification, then move on.

< Be gracious and let everyone move
on to the next reader.

for those critiquing:

< Remember the reader is looking

for constructive criticism. Take care to
point out one thing you liked for each
thing that bothered you. This is called
sandwiching your comments.

& Be specific about what did or didn’t
work for you. It’s not helpful to hear “|
didn’t like that” but it may be better to
hear “l would like to see more of the
surroundings in this scene, | couldn’t vi-
sualize very clearly,” or “I'd like to know
more about your character and why he
would do this,” or “l felt that word made
me stumble, possibly another word
would help it flow better, such as ...”.

< Be honest and direct in a polite and
caring way.

< The rough draft is probably the most
sensitive to critique. It's really still in the
idea stage, so punctuation is unimport-
ant in this phase of the work. Look for
the idea; is the plot being laid out? Is
the scene being set? Are the characters
being rounded out and becoming real?
& Be encouraging, this is a new cre-
ation that needs sculpting.
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member news:

We welcome new CCWC member, Timber-
line Davis.

Joe Byrd will be reading for the Ver- mont
Legislature in March. Joe meets with writers
in the Adirondacks every summer and has
gotten to know the Majority Whip.

Look for an article about Zan Marie
Steadham in the Times Georgain, just
around the Advent season.

Mary Cunningham, Cynthia’s Attic and
“WOOF: Women Only Over Fifty” author,
launched the 4th book in her ‘tween series,
“The Magician’s Castle,” at the Harrison
County Library in Cory-don, Indiana (setting
for the series). The library did a wonder-

ful job in making the launch party a huge
success. Mary also did 8 presentations at
the Corydon Intermediate School, complete
with Cynthia’s Attic decorations, cookies
and “magician’s blue punch.”

Mary Cunningham and Diana Black will
be interviewed by “Feisty Side of Fifty.”

Margaret Dyer has self-published “Mean-
derings & Musings,” excerpts from her 2009
blog, illustrated with her photographs and
pastel paintings. See it at www.blurb.com/
bookstore/ detail/1091380

T.L. Gray recently met the actors of “The
Vampire Diaries;” all 10 of them have copies
of her book, “The Blood of Cain.” You can
now download her book onto Kindle.

oportunities.

Penny Lewis, CCAC Director, has requested
short poetry or prose for the CCCAA
newsletter. Include a photo andinfo on any
upcoming projects. plewis@carrollton-ga.
gov

february birthdays.
Feb. 24 - Mary Cunningham

Feb. 24 - Judi Presnell

Feb. 25 - Diana Black

Feb. 29 - Margaret Dyer

calendar.

Saturday, February, 13: T.L. Gray book
signing at Goin’ Postal Temple, 40 Villa
Rosa Rd., Temple, GA, (770) 562-9376

Thursday, March 18: Multi Cultural con-
ference at the University of West Georgia

Wednesday, April 7: Lauretta Hannon
“Down Home Writing” workshop. Class-
room 1 at the CCAC. Fee: $89.00. Bring a
lunch.

Saturday, May 1 : MayFest.

next meetings.

The February 9th and 23rd meetings will
both be critiques.

Please send any corrections or omissions to
editor’s attention at margaretdyer@mind-
spring.com

helpful links:

www.ask.com
www.allwords.com

www.usu.edu/journalism/faculty/
sweeney/resources/ap.htm

http://merriam-webster.com (even
pronounces the entry for you!

WWW.community.compuserv.com/ws-
books

www.sfwa.org/beware
www.overnightprinting.com

For critique help:

WWW.community.compuserv.com/ws-
books

www.critiquecircle.com

http://internspills.blogspot.com/



